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I’d like to end my statement by quoting from

a letter written to the Governor of New Mexico
from a Ph.D. rangeland scientist who just hap-
pens to be a senior fellow at the Cato Insti-
tute. The Cato Institute, as you know, is a
well-respected, fiscally conservative, free mar-
ket think tank. Karl Hess from Cato writes:

ADC subsidies effectively shoulder what
should be part of the costs of operating a
business . . . ADC is a gross intervention in
the market place. The wonderful feature of
America is the freedom of opportunity each
of us has to make it on our own merits and
to do so in the arena of the free market. I
am, as you might surmise, a fan of the free
markets, just as I am a great believer in in-
dividual freedom. I am certain you are too.
Let’s make sure that ranchers can defend
themselves against predators, but let’s not
ask taxpayers to pay the bill. It’s only fair.

I couldn’t have said it better myself. Please
join me in reducing the animal damage control
subsidy for private livestock owners in the
West. Send the signal to ADC that they need
to clean up their act. And give the American
taxpayers a break.

Vote ‘‘yes’’ on the Furse amendment.
f
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I was necessarily
absent during rollcall vote 307. If present, I
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 307.
f
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HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 1997

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am introducing
today House Resolution 185 which addresses
the current crisis in Cambodia and calls for
definitive action to put that country back on
the road to peace, democracy, and stability.

As you know, the Cambodian people suf-
fered terribly through two decades of political
conflicts, civil war, foreign invasion, protracted
violence, and the horrific genocide perpetrated
by the Khmer Rouge. The nightmare finally
ended with the 1991 Paris peace accords
which, through a massive and historic inter-
national effort, brought peace to Cambodia.
The peace accords set the stage for a process
of political accommodation, national reconcili-
ation, and the founding of a nation based on
democratic principles.

The successful national elections held in
Cambodia in 1993 under U.N. supervision—in
which over 90 percent of the eligible voters
participated—demonstrated the firm commit-
ment of the Cambodian people to democracy.
Regrettably, earlier this month, a military coup
by Second Prime Minister Hun Sen forcefully
wrested democracy from the Cambodian peo-
ple. This must not stand.

Since the signing of the peace accords and
the completion of the 1993 elections, Cam-
bodia has made considerable progress toward

establishing a bright future based on economic
freedom and democratic principles. This in-
cluded the creation of a national constitution
that guarantees fundamental human rights and
liberties. With significant investment from the
international donor community, including many
millions of dollars in assistance from the Unit-
ed States, Cambodia appeared to be heading
in the right direction toward democracy,
peace, and freedom. The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations [ASEAN] recognized
this progress and recently extended member-
ship privileges to Cambodia.

On July 5, 1997, Cambodia’s bright future
was shattered when Second Prime Minister
Hun Sen deposed First Prime Minister
Ranariddh in a violent military coup. Report-
edly, over 40 opposition politicians have died
or have been executed in the custody of Hun
Sen’s forces, some after having been tortured.
Hundreds of others have been detained with-
out cause due to their political affiliations and
thousands have fled the country.

It is regrettable that we find ourselves on fa-
miliar ground once again—trying to restore
peace and stability in Cambodia. The military
coup d’etat orchestrated by Hun Sen marks an
unfortunate return to the past—a past of fear
and violence. The reports of executions, ar-
rests, and other human rights abuses are
cause for tremendous concern. Cambodia’s
once bright future is now clouded by the shad-
ow of tyranny that darkens the countryside.

This forcible change to the duly-elected
Government in Cambodia is illegal and unac-
ceptable. This brutality violates not only Cam-
bodia’s own constitution but also all inter-
nationally respected norms of behavior. More
tragically, Hun Sen’s actions violate the man-
date of the Cambodian people, as expressed
in the 1993 elections.

We must not look the other way while vio-
lence and tyranny rule in Cambodia. The Unit-
ed States Government and the international
community have made a significant investment
in bringing peace to Cambodia and providing
the Cambodian people with the opportunity to
determine their own future through free and
fair elections. We must remain committed to
this ideal.

The United States must condemn—in the
strongest terms possible—the undemocratic
and forcible change in government and the
use of violence to resolve political matters by
all sides in Cambodia. So far, the administra-
tion has taken a cautious approach in ad-
dressing this crisis, failing to acknowledge that
Hun Sen’s actions constitute a military coup.

We must not renege on our role as a guar-
antor of the Paris peace accords and wait on
the sidelines while the situation in Cambodia
sorts itself out. The United States Government
should demonstrate leadership to reverse the
coup and restore democracy in Cambodia. We
should work with the U.N. Security Council
and the ASEAN member states to consider all
options to return democracy, stability, and the
rule of law to Cambodia.

The administration’s decision to suspend as-
sistance for 1 month is only a first step. This
resolution calls for a continued suspension of
direct assistance to the Cambodian regime
until the violence ends and a democratically
elected government is reconstituted. The legis-
lation also encourages the international donor
community to suspend aid as part of a multi-
lateral effort to encourage respect for demo-
cratic processes and principles.

The United States Government should use
its influence to ensure that Cambodian au-
thorities hold free and fair national elections as
scheduled in 1998. We also must assist Cam-
bodia in depoliticizing its military and making
the judicial system independent.

In addition, this resolution calls upon the
Cambodian authorities to stop all political vio-
lence; restore all civil and political freedoms to
the Cambodian people; investigate all extra-
legal actions that have taken place since fight-
ing was renewed in July 1997; and, bring to
justice those who are responsible for the
human rights abuses that have occurred.

The Cambodian people have suffered
enough. Let’s work to get Cambodia back on
the road to democracy. Accordingly, I urge my
colleagues to support this resolution (H.R.
185).

H. RES. 185
Whereas during the 1970s and 1980s Cam-

bodia was wracked by political conflict, civil
war, foreign invasion, protracted violence,
and a genocide perpetrated by the Khmer
Rouge from 1975 to 1979;

Whereas the Paris Agreement on a Com-
prehensive Political Settlement of the Cam-
bodia Conflict led to the end of 2 decades of
civil war and genocide in Cambodia, dem-
onstrated the commitment of the Cambodian
people to democracy and stability, and es-
tablished a national constitution guarantee-
ing fundamental human rights;

Whereas the 1991 Paris Peace Accords set
the stage for a process of political accommo-
dation, national reconciliation, and the
founding of a state based on democratic prin-
ciples;

Whereas the international donor commu-
nity contributed more than $3,000,000,000 in
an effort to secure peace, democracy, and
stability in Cambodia following the Paris
Peace Accords and currently provides over 40
percent of the budget of the Cambodian Gov-
ernment;

Whereas the Cambodian people clearly
demonstrated their support for democracy
when over 93 percent of eligible Cambodian
voters participated in United Nations spon-
sored elections in 1993;

Whereas since the 1993 elections, Cambodia
has made significant progress, as evidenced
by the decision last month of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations to extend
membership to Cambodia;

Whereas notwithstanding the notable soci-
etal and economic progress since the elec-
tions of 1993, concern has increasingly been
raised regarding the fragile state of democ-
racy in Cambodia, in particular the quality
of the judicial system, which has been de-
scribed in a United Nations report as thor-
oughly corrupt; unsolved attacks in 1995 on
officials of the Buddhist Liberal Democratic
Party; and the unsolved murders of journal-
ists and political activists;

Whereas tensions within the Cambodian
Government has erupted into violence in re-
cent months;

Whereas on March 30, 1997, 19 Cambodians
were killed and more than 100 were wounded
in a grenade attack on a peaceful political
demonstration in Phnom Penh;

Whereas in June 1997 fighting erupted in
Phnom Penh between military and para-
military forces loyal to First Prime Minister
Prince Norodom Ranariddh and Second
Prime Minister Hun Sen;

Whereas on July 5, 1997, Second Prime
Minister Hun Sen deposed the First Prime
Minister in a violent military coup d’etat;

Whereas at least several dozen opposition
politicians have died in the custody of Hun
Sen’s forces, some after being tortured, and
hundreds of others have been detained due to
their political affiliation;
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